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Saudi Arabia finds new life
for date palm waste

HOW DATE PALM WASTE IS BEING PUT TO USE

WHAT STANDS
IN THE WAY OF
SCALING IT: . FRONDS

« furniture
«trays "y

CAPITAL COSTS: «souvenirs

Large-scale

« cutlery

«plant pots

» 3D-printing
biodegradabie
plastic

production requires

» engineered wood

expenslve machinery
and manufacturing
facilities.

7

PRODUCTION COSTS:
Biodegradable plastics
remain more expensive
than conventional
plastics.

90 §
RESEARCH AND
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New materials require time 2 drilling

to incubate and develop - = : - matoral ~ e
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operations

discarded fronds and other 21,000 tonnes of traditional plastic in a still faces challenges,

’ Saudi Arabia is exploring new ] Biodegradable plastics made from = — Turning date palm waste

%\ /Z uses for date palm waste, with I. / agricultural waste could replace around . T‘ into commercial products
A e

". by products being turned into vaQ portion of Jeddah's market and avoid =l . including the high cost

engineered wood, furniture around 44,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions, of machinery needed to
and blodegradable plastics. according to Polymeron CEO Rodrigo produce biodegradable
Jimenez Sandoval, plastics at scale
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Gaza's "red gold"
loses luster as
contlict ravages
date harvest

Palestinian farmer harvesting dates from a palm tree in
Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Sept 2024. (Photo by Marwan Dawood)
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Agricultural Destruction After (Feb 2024)

Farms —
Agricultural Destruction
NDVI
Normalized Difference Vegetation Index

poor vegetation

40%

healthy vegetation

Israel's Ecocide in Gaza: 2023-2024 @
Forensic Architecture investigation

07:25




Apictleiiein Gazd On scraps of land and under constant threat,
e e e ek g Gaza farmers struggle to survive

IDF required beyond the line Mediterranean Sea of the orange line

| ) The Guardian, August 26, 2026

Egypl Tl ‘ won oW e Dejival-Balah, o E R a0 ; | | .
g ' A%, A T L i F G LU L
N R f L b o oo £ ok
\; ‘ vy AL L SSRLUERTAY & SV 5 S A5 R - Gaza City €% { wtd -«“
7 -__ﬂl_(h_a\n-YQum?______,l___r;,-_,--};_,-7:__ ‘_‘v-;j«:'-;'f;f-}‘:_):{‘ 15 e o e | SNSRI e e i T . ) ‘
Rafah - == . ; ~ A ‘—.f:.,:’. = “—; 4 ‘ L o *v'.". o .. A'L-_: 9 .-
: ' ) ] i TRt WU L - 3 ey . ) g“"? ‘ - ”I\ vi v § 5 \
GazaStrip RESRN. | Pl
._‘:-:? " »_‘~{ . "1 - & "A_z_;" ," b ,_~.‘,~._:.- M ""1‘ ‘
B R j. ) < a =i : ‘},‘ - 2 " Al :v“'
& & s 29 D b 3 TR [srael Yellow line - area under - “ - l
3 TRE 3 T TR Israeli military control. | : I\ - .
- 2 'I

% T "~ DR S0 ;
' AR A 3 Contains 68% of
r»_.Q’.'_, ‘ﬁb-.. :‘&;\ ."I S
A Q{’zaﬁ : "!p‘w Gaza's flora 3 km

N. 2 3miles

oL NSy |

- -
Vi M

RO oo ) AT
Sager Abu Rabee, 48, irrigates his few remaining
«'seedlings that survived from the first months of war.

_ il g ,{: 3 : , = Bilal Abu Rabee was shot dead in July by an Isroeli_gniper
R - e ¥ . | while working on his farm in Beit Lahiya, Gaza.; 4 \:
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Yousef Abu Rdbée at work in 2024. He was killed by a drone-fired missile that ye(.]r aged 24. ¢
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Photo: Amber F%
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Israel warns of 'forceful' response to
kites flown from Gaza

1 day ago

Share «§  Save [] 5 Add as preferred on Google

David Gritten

A Palestinian boy holds up a kite at a camp for displaced people in Gaza City on Sunday

Israel has warned Hamas that it will increase strikes on Gaza following
concern over launches of kites, drones and balloons from the territory.

Several kites were found in an Israeli community near the border with
Gaza over the weekend, local media reported.

"Forceful actions will be taken to put an end to this phenomenon," Israel's
Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Mondayv.
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