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Transdisciplinary Inquiry 
in Artistic Research?

1. How should we make sense of 
transdisciplinary inquiry? How does it 
relate to artistic research?

2. What are the limitations, barriers and 
challenges we must confront?

3. Why develop an orientation towards 
Transdisciplinarity?

4. Whose agency does it foster? How do 
we facilitate inclusive inquiry?



Proposed Session Plan:

1. Case Studies I: Probing publicly exhibited 
contemporary artistic works investigating 
more-than human perspectives

2. Theories & Practices: Conceptually examining 
the origins and pathways to Transdisciplinarity 
as an “orientation” in artistic research + examine 
notable artists engaging in TransD orientations

3. Case Studies II: Exploratory artistic research in 
contested spaces as Curatorial, Participatory or 
Performative modes facilitating TransD Inquiry?

4. Thresholds of Transdisciplinarity today? 
Investigative Aesthetics and Forensic Practices 
engaged in human rights and social justice

Transdisciplinary Inquiry 
in Artistic Research?



Case Studies I: Probing publicly exhibited 
contemporary artistic projects 
investigating more-than human 
perspectives





Jenna Sutela. Excerpts from “nimiia cétiï” (2018)







Robert J. Shallenberger, 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology



Waiting Room
Terike Haapoja & Laura Gustafsson (2019) 





Entropy
Terike Haapoja (2004)

Contestations.AI Symposium
Konepaja, October 23, 2024
Photo: Jenni Holma





Case Studies I: Questions & 
Reflections

• What do these examples reveal about the 
role of artistic research in relation to 
scientific and societal concerns in more-
than-human realms?

• Were their methods and modalities effective 
in investigating or interrogating these 
concerns and why?

• Whose agency do the works seek to foster 
and how does it shift or challenge our 
understanding or empathy for “others”?

• What disciplinary orientation(s) do the 
works engage to offer critical new insights?



(2002)



Critiques and Challenges of Transdisciplinarity

1. Lack of a coherent conceptual framework and terminology

2. Risk of superficial understanding with limited depth of disciplinary 
expertise engaged 

3. Complexity of integrating diverse knowledge systems and stakeholder 
perspectives within and beyond academic domains

4. Negotiating and managing process of co-learning across disciplinary 
boundaries, methodological, and epistemic views

5. Difficulty of evaluating the societal impact and contributions to 
“scientific” knowledge

6. Institutional barriers to teaching/learning, rewarding, and fostering 
cultures and environments for Transdisciplinarity to emerge and thrive



Origins of Transdisciplinarity

Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget, The epistemology of 
interdisciplinary relationships (essay, 1972):

“higher stage succeeding interdisciplinary relationships . . . 
which would not only cover interactions or reciprocities between 
specialised research projects, but would place these relationships 
within a total system without any firm boundaries between 
disciplines”.



Basarab Nicolescu, Theoretical Physicist
Manifesto of Transdisciplinarity (2002):

The objective of transdisciplinary is to understand the present world, 
in all its complexities, instead of focusing on one part of it.

Interdisciplinary research involving scientific and non-scientific 
sources or practice.

A new form of learning and problem-solving involving cooperation 
among different parts of society, including academia, in order to 
meet the complex challenges of society.



“Today there are hundreds of disciplines. How can a 

theoretical particle physicist truly dialogue with a 

neurophysiologist, a mathematician with a poet, a biologist 

with an economist, a politician with a computer programmer, 

beyond mouthing more or less trivial generalities? 

Yet, a true decision-maker must be able to dialogue with all of 

them at once. Disciplinary language is an apparently 

insurmountable barrier for a neophyte, and each of us is a 

neophyte in some area. Is a modern tower of Babel inevitable?”

- Basarab Nicolescu, Manifesto of Transdisciplinarity (2002) 



“Perhaps a Pico della Mirandola in our time could be conceivable if 

he took the form of a supercomputer into which one could load all 

the known data which has been generated by all existing disciplines. 

This supercomputer would be capable of knowing everything while 

understanding nothing. Its user would be no better off than the 

supercomputer itself. The user would have immediate access to any 

results from any discipline, but would be incapable of understanding 

their meanings, still less of making connections between the results 

of different disciplines.”

- Basarab Nicolescu, Manifesto of Transdisciplinarity (2002) 

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola

Renaissance humanism

(1463 – 1494)



Pathways to 
Transdisciplinarity

Jensenius, A.R. (2012). Disciplinarities: intra, cross, multi, inter, trans 
www.arj.no/.2012/03/12/disciplinarities-2 



INTRADISCIPLINARY — WITHIN

Latin intra: “within, inside, on the inside” — working 

within the frame of a single, recognized discipline. 



MULTIDISCIPLINARY — ADD, MULTIPLY

Latin multus: “much, many” — looking at one problem by adding multiple 

perspectives and disciplines to the mix. 

In this process, a root discipline may involve other disciplines to solve a 

problem. Participants exchange knowledge and compare results but stop 

short of integrating them. 

The disciplines maintain their distinctiveness and the results remain 

grounded in the framework of the root discipline.



CROSSDISCIPLINARY — INTERSECT, TRANSFER

Latin crux: “intersecting, lying athwart each other” — intersecting knowledge 

from two or more disciplines, viewing one discipline from another perspective. 

Researchers collaborate with the goal of transferring knowledge from one 

discipline to another. 

Understanding the complex dynamics of environmental problems in a 

socioecological context is a typical cross-disciplinary approach.



INTERDISCIPLINARY — INTEGRATE, SYSTHESISE

Latin inter: “among, between, betwixt, in the midst” — integrating 

knowledge and methods from different disciplines using a 

synthesis of approaches. 

Interdisciplinary concerns collaborations between contrasting 

academic disciplines or research methods for new applications, 

new analyses, or the creation of entirely new disciplines. 

For example, interdisciplinary research on information systems and 

biomedical research has given rise to the field of bioinformatics.



TRANSDISCIPLINARY — 
TRANSCEND, WHOLE
Latin trans: “across, over, beyond” — 
emergence of a new discipline transcending
the boundaries of disciplinary perspective. 

Transdisciplinarity combines interdisciplinarity 
with a participatory approach.

The research paradigms involve non-academic 
participants as (equal) participants in the 
process for a common goal — towards a 
transformational condition in society (not 
necessarily a solution).

Culmination of interdisciplinary efforts, relating 
all disciplines into a coherent whole.





“transdisciplinarity concerns that which is at once between the 

disciplines, across the different disciplines, and beyond all discipline. 

Its goal is the understanding of the present world , of which one of the 

imperatives is the unity of knowledge.” …

“Disciplinarity, multidisciplinarity, interdisciplinarity and 

transdisciplinarity are like four arrows shot from but a single bow: 

knowledge .

As in the case of disciplinarity, transdisciplinary research is not 

antagonistic but complementary to multidisciplinarity and 

interdisciplinarity research.”

- Basarab Nicolescu, Manifesto of Transdisciplinarity (2002) 



Knowledge inquiry on the spectrum of disciplinarities: 
Towards a Transdisciplinary orientation…



ANTIDISCIPLINARY 
— WITHOUT



Questions & Reflections:

1. Examine any existing field and consider where it lies on the 
spectrum of disciplinarities and why?

2. Choose notable person(s) and consider how they developed a 
Transdisciplinary orientation or practice in their work?

3. How did their work shape new forms of Transdisciplinary 
understanding? What compelling societal outcomes emerged?









Personal Instrument (1969)

Poliscar Variant 2 (1991)Pojazd (1971)

Krzysztof Wodiczko



Tijuana Projection
Krzysztof Wodiczko
El Centro Cultura
Tijuana, Mexico (2001)

Production Studio: Contested Spaces, Conflict and Crisis
MIT Program in Art, Culture and Technology (ACT)



Krzysztof Wodiczko transforms national 
monuments and architectural façades into 
“bodies” as he collaborates with communities to 
get people to “break the code of silence.





Chris Rogy, New York City (2012)

Illuminating Student Debt

Production Studio: Civic Media and Tactical Design in 
Contested Spaces (The New School)



Interrogative Design, Ed. Ian Wojtowicz
MIT Press, December 2024



Transdisciplinary Orientation to Artistic 
Research & Practices in Contested Spaces 
Curatorial | Participatory | Performative

The New School, 2011 – 2019



Seminar: Art, Media and Conflict
Guatemala Post-Genocide (The New School)



Participatory Curatorial Research: Artistic Practices of 
Historical Memory and Genocide in Guatemala (2014 – 2017)



Production Studio: Curatorial Design and Media Practices 
Guatemala Después (The New School)



Guatemala Después: Curatorial Research 
and International Exhibitions (2014 – 2017)

The New School, New York | Ciudad de la Imaginación, Quetzaltenango | Spanish Cultural Center, Guatemala City

Co-curated with Anabella Acevedo & Pablo José 
Ramirez, showcasing works by over 40 Guatemalan 
artists, scholars and indigenous practitioners



Acevedo, A., Ramirez, J. P., and Sawhney, N. 2015. Guatemala Después: 
Rethinking the Past, Reimagining the Future. Printed exhibition catalogue with 
artist/curator statements (in English and Spanish). Ciudad de la Imaginación, 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, ISBN: 978-9929-668-03-4.





Participatory research on historical memory 
and genocide, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala



Interrogating a former military base and train 
complex in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala





Doc film: Zona Intervenida
Guatemala (2014 - 2017)





Zona Intervenida: 
Performance as Memory, 
Transforming Contested Spaces 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala (2019)



Walking through Sacred Landscapes: 
Encountering Soundscapes in Mt. Kailash 
(Nepal/Tibet 2015-2017)







Soundscapes of Kora | Kailash Cartographies | March – April 2017 | The New School, New York
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Contestations.AI: Transdisciplinary Symposium 
on AI, Human Rights and Warfare



INTERPRT

Engaging Investigative Aesthetics for Social Justice



Interrogating Contestations: 
Transdisciplinary Inquiry & Investigative Aesthetics

• Two-part course with research seminar and site-specific project
• Examining and writing critical essays and media works for 

conceptual, philosophical and artistic research in thematic domains 
• Engaging with a site or space of contestation (placed-based or online)
• Interdisciplinary inquiry using film, digital media, machine learning, 

sound, testimonies, spatial analysis, and information visualization
• Work closely with a societal research partner to frame, offer 

expertise, and sustain the impact of the inquiry 
• Conduct participatory action research with concerned communities
• Co-create interrogative media artifacts that ask critical questions and 

reveal emerging contingencies
• Engage diverse public(s) and decision-makers in informed action
• Exhibit or publish outcomes with critical reflection and learnings

The Beirut Port Explosion
Forensic Architecture, 2020 - 2023

Nécrose: Experimental Doc Film
François Yazbeck, 2024
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