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Agenda & Program
09:30-09:40 Opening and key themes presented by Nitin Sawhney & Petter Ericson

09:40-11:00 Brief Perspectives by panelists (60 min) + audience QA (20 min)

11:00-11:10 Short break

11:10-11:20 Forming 3 thematic groups led by invited experts + framing issues for 
deliberation and action

11:20-12:10 Participatory workshop deliberations and formulating key outcomes

12:10-12:30 Report-back and wrap-up for future action agenda



"It shifts the narrative from a technology in aid of adherence 
to International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the Geneva 
Conventions, to automation in the name of industrial scale 
productivity in target generation, enabling greater speed and 
efficiency in killing."

"Israel’s mobilization of algorithmic intensification 
to accelerate target production should be 
understood within a wider technopolitical context 
of so-called network-centric warfare."
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Panelist Perspectives

Virginia Dignum: Dual use and responsibility: Who, what for, wow?

Taylor Woodcock: Human-machine (learning) interactions: Distinction, 
precautions and proportionality assessments in armed conflict

Martine Jaarsma: AI decision support systems in targeting: the 
construction of legal categories by private companies?

Ilse Verdiesen: Comprehensive human oversight of military AI systems

Megan Karlshoej-Pedersen: The role of AI-based systems in increasing the 
speed and scope of risks to civilians caught in conflict

Rainer Rehak: Technically deconstructing AI-based “targeted killing” as 
moral red herring to actually enable genocide



Intended 
Outcomes

Discussing implications for policy research agenda

Fostering new collaborations or working groups for research, 
policy action or advocacy

Plan to engage policymakers and defense institutions through 
targeted stakeholder dialogues

Organizing the next Contestations.AI symposium (in 2026) and 
opportunities for similar workshops at other conferences?

Developing critical case studies and/or policy research scenarios 

Report summarising outcomes for wider circulation and future 
publications or policy briefs



Breakout 
Groups

Group 1: Moral 
and legal 

accountability 
and human 

control

Rainer & Ilse

Group 2: 
Regulatory 

avenues 
applied to 
military AI

Martine & Taylor

Group 3: 
Responsible 
non-military 
use of AI in 

conflicts

Megan & Virginia


